FROM THEN TO NOW
PART I
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THE ORIGINS OF KYIVAN RUS
• 6th Century A.D.
•

Nomadic tribes began to migrate from the coast towards the central marshlands

• 7th Century A.D.
•

Settlements spread to as far as the River Elbe in Germany to the west

• Peaceful expansion.
•

Colonists not invaders

• Slavs
•

IndoEuropeans

•

West

•

East

•

South

THE ORIGINS OF KYIVAN RUS
•

East Slavs existed in different tribes
•

Lack of proper governmental structure

•

Communal appraisal of land and livestock.

•

Large decisions made through consensus between various tribes.

•

Tough and stubborn fighters

•

Resilient
•

•

Able to withstand heat and cold

Endurance and persistence were strongest assets.

THE ORIGINS OF KYIVAN RUS

THE EVOLUTION OF KYIVN RUS
• Normanist (Gottlieb Bayer, Gerhard Muller) vs anti-normanist (Mikhail Lomonosov, Mykhailo
Hrushevsky Mykola Kostomarov) theorems
•

Varangians

•

Origins of Rus

• Did the Normans originate the political ruling class for the East Slavs or did they scare the East Slavs into
organising a government engine themselves in response to a perceived threat.
• Most Western historians now downplay the Scandinavian impact but affirm their important role.
• Kyivan Rus as a complex inter-racial Slavic/Scandinavian multi-ethnic conglomerate.

THE BIRTH OF LEGENDARY KYIV
• 6th-7th century A.D.
• Arose in the lands of the Polianians
• Led by the mythical Kyi who with his brothers Schek and Khoriv and sister Lebid kept strong ties with
Byzantium, established a tribal confederation over neighbors
• Scandinavian theory
•

Warmonger Varangians went forth from Novogorod and established Kyiv high on the hill for its location and
surrounds of fertile lands

•

Inconsistencies discovered by modern historians

THE RISE OF KYIV AS A POWERFUL CENTRE OF
EUROPE
Early Kyivan Princes were driven by their desire to obtain
wealth rather than a desire to establish the concept of
statehood.
Wish to control both Kyiv and Novogorod as both
were important hubs on the Greek trade route.
The desire to establish trade for the resultant wealth forced
Kyiv and the surrounding areas into an administrative engine
that facilitated drainage of the riches of the lands into Kyiv to
be loaded onto vessels that travelled down the Dnieper
ultimately to Constantinople (present day Istanbul).
Treacherous rapids (porohy)
Nenasytets (The Instatiable)
Ships unloaded and dragged around.
’The Great Prince was a merchant par excellence and his
commercial enterprise was composed of loosely affiliated
towns that possessed garrisons to collect tribunes thus
maintaining public order’1

1. Richard Pipes

THE RISE OF KYIV AS A POWERFUL CENTRE OF
EUROPE
• Early rulers (The Princes)
•

Oleh (? 912 A.D.)

•

Ihor (912 – 945 A.D.)

•

Olha (945 – 962 A.D.)

•

Sviatoslav (962 – 972 A.D.)
•

The Great Adventure

•

‘A Cossack on the throne’

•

Conquest of Viatichians and Khazars

•

Wished to live out years on the Danube – ‘Part of his realm’

•

Killed in battle by the forces of Byzantium for his aggression

•

Iaropolk, Oleh and Volodymyr

THE HEIGHT OF KYIV
• The Kings of Kyiv
•

Volodymyr the Great (980 – 1015)
•

Rose after his two brothers fought and Iaropolk killed Oleh

•

Returned at the head of a Scandinavian army having fled to Novogorod.

•

Christianization was considered greatest achievement (988)
• Important to note alignment with Constantinople rather than Rome.
• Set foundation for bitter conflicts with The Poles.
• Volodymyr organized a mass baptism by herding his subjects in the The Pochaino River, a tributary of The Dnieper

THE HEIGHT OF KYIV

• The Kings of Kyiv
•

Volodymyr the Great (980 – 1015)
•

Demanded the hand in marriage of the sister of the co-emperors of the neighbouring Byzantine empire.
• Refused to allow a barbarian sully the purity of the imperial dynasty but they relented until the conquest of the Byzantine held Crimean
city of Chersonesus.

•

Christianity allowed the acceptance of Volodymyr into the European fraternity of Christian rulers and the introduction of
the sophisticated organizational structures of the church into the state.

THE HEIGHT OF KYIV
• The Kings of Kyiv
•

Yaroslav the Wise (1036-54)
•

Another bloody ascension
• Sviatopolk The Damned, aided by the treacherous Poles, murdered his three brothers (Sviatoslav, Boris and Hlib – Later canonized)
• The unassuming Yaroslav brought in a band of Varangians to aid in taking back the Kyivan throne and defeated Sviatopolk.
• Yet another brother, Mstyslav.
• Division of the realm in order to avoid more bloodshed.
• Kyiv remained unoccupied
• Upon the death of Mystyslav, Yaroslav ascended the throne in 1036.

•

Expanded the realm of his father
• Influence extended from The Black Sea to the Baltic

•

Power and prestige of rule marked by the large number of marriages with Yaroslav’s family to large number of European royals

THE HEIGHT OF KYIV

• The Kings of Kyiv
•

Yaroslav the Wise (1036-54)
•

Church of St Sophia was constructed during his
rule
• Modelled after the splendid Hagia Sophia of
Constantinople

•

Kyiv acquired its golden domed visage.

THE HEIGHT OF KYIV

• The Kings of Kyiv
•

Yaroslav the Wise (1036-54)
•

Established the codification of laws which evolved into the basic legal code of the state.
• Origins of his ‘wise’ attachment

•

Replacement of blood revenge with monetary payments established by the prince of his representatives.

•

Final progressive act was to establish a succession plan with all his sons receiving parts of land over which to rule thus
averting a bitter blood feud.

THE HEIGHT OF KYIV
• The Kings of Kyiv
•

Volodymyr Monomakh (1113-25)
• The son of Vsevolod, one of Yaroslav’s senior sons

•

Immensely popular for his ability to empower the
masses and respect the grievances of the lower
classes, the ustav

•

Guaranteed the the rights of freemen

•

Aware of social tensions

•

Final words to his sons:
• ‘Above all, do not forget the poor and do not let the
mighty oppress the people…I did not allow the
mighty to oppress the most lowly peasant or one
poor widow.’

THE DECLINE OF KYIV
• 1.
•

Technical difficulties in maintaining a large collection of principalities especially those far flung.
•

Princes had to agree on seniority over in-fighting

•

Another dimension in the form of solidifying their hereditary successions rather than dutiful allegiance to Kyiv
• Halych-Volhynia
• Vladimir-Sudzal
• Novogorod
• Chernihiv
• Smolensk

•

Power of Kyiv waned as the principalities went their own way.

•

Disorganized leadership flow
• 24 princes ruled between 1146 and 1246 – Tomashivsky

•

Sacked by Bogoliubsky because of insecurity over ability to maintain control

THE DECLINE OF KYIV

• 2.
•

Economic starvation
•

Establishment of new trade routes by Italian merchants between Byzantium, Asia Minor, Western Europe bypassed Kyiv
which was distracted by the ongoing feuds of the Rus princes leading to an additional blow in the form of an inability to
safeguard the route from nomadic bandits.

•

Decline of Constantinople and the Capital of the Abbasid Caliphate, Baghdad the former to The Crusades thus causing
Kyiv the loss of two of its largest trading partners

•

Exacerbation the baseline tensions between the social classes of Kyiv.

THE DECLINE OF KYIV
•

3.
•

Mongols
•

Nomads along the northwestern border of China

•

Warring factions unthinkably united by the famed leader
Temujin in 1206
•

•

Conquered China, Central Asia and Iran and attacked the
Polovtsians in 1222.

Polovtsian leaders appealed to the Kyivan princes for aid.
•

Combined force met the Mongols at the Kalka river in 1223
and suffered a bad defeat following fierce fighting.

•

Mongols withdrew their forces none-the-less but the
naïve Kyivan princes returned to their feuding.

•

Mongols returned in 1237 under Batu, grandson of
Temujin and sacked Kyiv in 1240 and despite fierce
fighting under leadership of General Dmytro dispatched
by Danylo of Galicia-Volhynia, the city fell in December of
1240.

KYIV

